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COMPARATIVE THEORIES OF FOREIGN POLICY 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course will concentrate on understanding the concepts and theories in the process and 

formulation of Foreign Policy of states and the implementation of the policies. Students will 

be introduced to the study of international Relations and to International Politics. This will 

also include the introduction to the general. Conceptual framework of international system, 

international actors, terminologies and theories linking to the study of Foreign Policy and 

neighboring related disciplines. Emphasized will also be made on the objectivity of foreign 

policy, its orientation, instruments of foreign policy and factors that influenced its 

formulation. Above all, this course will also focus on the development and differences 

between super powers and the developing nation in their foreign policy formulation. 
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3 credit units  
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SESSION THEMES  

Session Discussion Learning Strategy 

1. Understanding Foreign Policy 

1. The Nature of Foreign Policy Analysis 

2. The Importance of Foreign Policy 

Analysis 

Lecture and discussion 

2. Approaches to study foreign Policy 

1. Realism 

2. Liberalism 

Lecture and discussion 

3. Conceptual Framework of Foreign Policy 

1. Element of Foreign Policy 

2. Determinants of Foreign Policy 

Lecture and discussion 

4. Conceptual Framework of Foreign Policy 

1. Element of Foreign Policy 

2. Determinants of Foreign Policy 

Lecture and discussion 

5. Domestic concept of Foreign Policy Lecture and discussion 

6. Domestic concept of Foreign Policy Lecture and discussion 

7. Introduction to Foreign Policy Decision 

making Studies; 

Models of Decision making 

Lecture and discussion 

8. Introduction to Foreign Policy Decision 

making Studies; 

Models of Decision making 

Lecture and discussion 

9. Implementation of Foreign Policy Lecture and discussion 

10. Implementation of Foreign Policy Lecture and discussion 

11. Issue Areas Lecture and discussion 

12 Issue Areas  Lecture and discussion 

13. Group presentation Presentation and discussion 

14. Tutorials/Revision/Consultation  
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